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Afternoon all,
Not quite the first week back we had hoped for in some ways with so many burdened by a stomach bug as well as
something more serious that I will come on to shortly. Those pupils who have been fully fit have been their
wonderful selves though, getting into their new topics and showing a great deal of motivation and ambition. They’ve
been celebrated as they should be, and I am sure they will continue to impress in this regard.
The school has also passed its termly safeguarding audit with flying colours, which involves pupils demonstrating
their understanding of their own safety (including online); the school's ethos and values; school behaviour strategy;
and how to respond in moments of conflict/ difficult situations. This audit was conducted by Wimborne Academy
Trust’s Safeguarding Officer: Kelly Overhill and the Vice-Chair of our Academy Committee: Martyn Underhill.
I am also now able to tell you why Lisa White is not currently able to work. Unfortunately last weekend Lisa was
involved in a severe car accident through no fault of her own. Thankfully there is no physical damage to her or her
passengers other than concussion and bruising, but this has been an enormously traumatic experience, and we as a
school will be doing everything we can to support her full recovery. I am sure that you, like us, will be wishing her all
the best in her recovery and we will be delighted to have such a valuable member of our staff back, but only when
she is ready. I am sure that you, like us, will want to express your care and support, but please respect Lisa's privacy
on this matter. It is likely that there will be a reduction in office open hours throughout this half term.
Wimborne Academy Trust has supported us by 'stationing' staff in our office who can work remotely. This has
ensured that deliveries can be taken and phones answered this week, and will continue to do so next week. Please
understand however that: the people vary day to day; they are not all school office staff; and will likely have no
knowledge of our pupils, families, systems or the school calendar. They are however available to support urgent
matters. I am monitoring the office email account and parentmail, while teachers continue to use the Class Dojo
system. Please use those for all non urgent contact - and forgive us if response times are slower than usual.
Have a great weekend!
Mr Wheeler
Pamphill in the Media
You may have seen us in various media outlets in recent
weeks, our idyllic church service and Easter bonnet parade
has peppered the local news with some great publicity for
the school. We’ve been in the Bournemouth Daily Echo,
the Dorset View Magazine and even made the cover of The
New Stour and Avon free paper. Go us!

Upcoming PTFA Events:
Saturday 7th May - Sponsored Nature Walk (details in a separate attachment)
Saturday 11th June - Wimborne Folk Festival (see below for our involvement)
Saturday 16th July - Strawberry Fair (more details to follow in due course)

PTFA update:
Your PTFA needs you!
For several years, Vicky Moore and Rachel Ings have organised
and supported a wealth of school fundraising activity which
has been invaluable to the school. We are hugely indebted to
their contributions that allows the school to embellish its offer
with fun events, trips and visitors among other things. As their
children leave this year, they will be stepping down and
therefore we are hoping to recruit willing parents to help
shape future events and fundraising activities. They're not
done yet though and there are some really exciting plans for
the rest of the year too! We have been fortunate to welcome Jess Sargeaunt on board this term to join the
remaining members, and would love to add to the team further as an active, functioning and collaborative PTFA is
vital to a small school like ours.
If you are open to the idea of joining and supporting the team in whatever capacity you are able to, please express
that interest to myself or part of the existing team. Alternatively, feel free to contact me via Dojo or email to find
out more: mwheeler@pamphillfirstschool.org

Pamphill @ the Folk Festival
Thanks to a passionate group of volunteers, our pupils are reviving an old Pamphill tradition by receiving some folk
dancing tuition as part of their PE curriculum. This is all designed to be building towards a number of
performances at this year’s Folk Festival on Saturday 11th June (please put the date in your diaries). In a couple of
weeks we will be requesting confirmation of who is able to perform on the day while providing timings and
locations. The aim is for Foxes to perform a Maypole routine; Stags will perform a Longswords dance and take part
in the parade.

Sporting Provision Update + Clubs
I am delighted to announce that Coach David will now be
supporting the delivery of our PE curriculum. Coach David is well
known to many of our families and is absolutely wonderful with
the children, while also bringing a wealth of knowledge and
experience that we can learn from as a staff. He will be working
with all 3 classes on Mondays as well as continuing his after
school club on Wednesdays for Owls and Foxes.
This Friday we also have a Tag Rugby taster session for what I hope will be the start of a Tag Rugby club for those in
Year 2 and above (run by Rippa Rugby). I am also in discussions with a company about running Athletics clubs and
potentially even early morning active sessions before school 2 or 3 times a week. Please respond to the separate
parentmail (sent yesterday) canvassing opinion on this if you are interested. On the subject of clubs, we are also
exploring opportunities for a gardening club (sign up form in the email this newsletter was part of) and an art /
crafts club.

